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NORTH DEVON COUNCIL 

 

REPORT TO: STRATEGY AND RESOURCES COMMITTEE 

DATE: 1st JUNE 2020 

TOPIC:                     PUBLIC SPACES PROTECTION ORDERS 

DOG CONTROL 

REPORT BY: ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION SERVICE LEAD 

SENIOR SOLICITOR 

 

1. Introduction 
 

1.1  The Council’s current Public Spaces Protection Orders (PSPO’s) relating to 
dog controls naturally expire in October 2020. This report gives Members’ 
the opportunity of undertaking a public consultation exercise to inform 
decision making about any future orders.                                                  

 
1.2  This will be a contentious issue and Members’ will clearly wish to test the 

evidence base for any restrictions, the proportionality of any controls, and to 
investigate if there are any alternatives to regulation.  

                                           
 

2. Recommendations 
 

2.1  It is recommended that Members authorise the Head of Service 
(Environmental Health and Housing) to undertake a consultation exercise 
using the proposals set out in Appendix A.  

  

3 Reasons for Recommendations 

 

3.1  To deal with the problems associated with irresponsible dog ownership. 
 
 

4 Report 

 

    4.1  Members’ will recognise the significant and positive public health, social 
and economic benefits of dog ownership.  

A number of published papers for example have evidenced the savings to 
the NHS through improved physical and mental health of owning a 
companion dog.  



While the majority of dog owners are responsible, there is unfortunately an 
irresponsible minority who do not pick up after their dog or allow their dogs 
to run out of control. 

 

   4.2 The Anti-social Behaviour, Crime and Policing Act 2014 contains provisions 
for local authorities to introduce PSPO’s.  

They are designed to address anti-social behaviour.  To implement a 
PSPO, a local authority must be satisfied on reasonable grounds that the 
activity has been or is likely to be detrimental to the quality of life of those in 
the locality, and that the activity is likely to be persistent and unreasonable 
in nature.  

The PSPO can either prohibit the activity or make specific requirements on 
those who are carrying out the detrimental activity. 

 

   4.3 To enable Members’ to put in place proportionate and effective measures, 
Officers have put together a draft consultative document (refer to Appendix 
1).  The objective of the consultation exercise is to secure the desired 
outcomes through the new PSPO by pursuing the least restrictive 
approach. 

 

   4.4 Dependent upon Members’ approval of the proposed consultation 
document, it is proposed to undertake an 8 week public consultation 
exercise.  

DEFRA advice mandates that the Council must consult with local dog law 
and welfare experts. Officers will also directly engage with representative 
bodies from tourism.  

Officers can confirm that the private beach owners have been party to the 
development of the draft consultative document. This process would give 
the Council the opportunity to make a seamless transition to the 
introduction of the new arrangements. 

 

4.5  A potential schedule of key dates is provided below : 

 

Date Actions 

8th June – 9th August consultation period 

 

9th August - 18th September collate / review consultation responses and amend 
proposals accordingly 

 

5th October amended proposals to be considered by Strategy 
and Resources Committee 

 



w/c 12th October proposals to be considered by extraordinary 
meeting of Full Council for approval 

 

 

 

5 Resource Implications 

 

5.1 The setting up of any new PSPO can be undertaken within existing 
resources. The cost of the new signage is estimated to be in the region of 
£5k which can be met from existing revenue budget. 

 

5.2 Enforcement of the PSPO can be undertaken by the Council’s Officers, and 
by other groups where the Council is satisfied that they hold the appropriate 
competencies. This could include Police Officers, Parish Council Officers 
and representatives of individual landowners. 

 

6 Constitutional Context 

 

Article or Appendix 
and paragraph 

Referred or 
delegated power? 

Key decision? 

Article 7.1, Part 3, 
Annexe 1.1(h) 

Delegated No 

 

7 Statement of Confidentiality 

This report contains no confidential information or exempt information under the 
provisions of Schedule 12A of the 1972 Local Government Act. 

 

8 Background Papers 

This report has been prepared with reference to the Local Government Association 
document “Public Spaces Protection Orders – Guidance for Councils” - published on 
1st February 2018 and readily available at www.local.gov.uk. 

 

9 Statement of internal Advice 

The author confirms that advice has been taken from all appropriate Councillors and 
Officers. 
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